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Course Specification (Readings in the curriculum in English)

Institution : Qassim University

College/Department College of Education, Curriculum and Instruction

A. Course Identification and General Information

1. Course title and code Readings in the curriculum in English Curr 703
Semester, which will be offered this course: second Semester
2. Credit hours 2 hours

w

. Program(s) in which the course is offered

Ph.D. in Education Curriculum and Instruction

4. Name of faculty member responsible for the course

®  Allfaculty members at the Department of Curriculum and Instruction , particularly those specializing in English

language and related fields

%]

. Level/year at which this course is offered PhD in Education program, Level 2

6. Prerequisites for this course (if any) NA

7. Co requisites for this course (if any) NA

8. Location if not on main campus
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B. Objectives

1. Summary of the main learning outcomes for students enrolled in the course.

At the end of the course students will be able to:

- Analyze issues and approaches to curricula ;

- Distinguishes between the terms: Curriculum Design, Curriculum Improvement, Curriculum Enrichment, Curriculum
development;

- Development of reading skills in English Research of Curriculum

- Survey Global projects in the curriculum

- Criticise readings on curriculum;

- Acquire personal communication skills

- Application of creative thinking skills

- Choose their future PhD dissertation title;

- Evaluate selected research papers in curriculum studies.

2. Briefly describe any plans for developing and improving the course that are being implemented. (egincreased use

of IT or web based reference material, changes in content as a result of new research in the field)

1. Regularly changing and updating textbooks and references;

2. Using e-learning resources ; and web based materials

C. Course Description (Note: General description in the form to be used for the Bulletin or Handbook should

be attached)

1. Topics to be Covered

Topic No of Weeks Contact hours
Introduction in the curriculum 2 4
Some projects in curriculum development 2 4
Theories and models of curriculum 3 6

Discussing readings ( critiques ) in curriculum in general:

- Curriculum Problems

Reading selected abstracts from ERIC and other web based resources 3 6

18



2. Course components (total contact hours per semester):

Lecture: Tutorial:

30 Hours

Practical/Fieldwork/Internship:

NA

Other:

NA

3. Additional private study/learning hours expected for students per week. (This should be an average :for the

semester not a specific requirement in each week)

Students are expected to complete take home assignments including all readings.

4. Development of Learning Outcomes in Domains of Learning

For each of the domains of learning shown below indicate:

®  Abrief summary of the knowledge or skill the course is intended to develop;

®  Adescription of the teaching strategies to be used in the course to develop that knowledge or skill;

®  The methods of student assessment to be used in the course to evaluate learning outcomes in the domain

concerned.

a. Knowledge:

(i) Description of the knowledge to be acquired

1. Improving students’ research understanding and awareness in English;

2. Developing students’ skills in writing research paper in English;
3. Expanding students’ exposure to curriculum;

4. Enabling students to choose a topic for their PhD thesis.

(ii) Teaching strategies to be used to develop that knowledge

1. Lectures;
2. Class work and activities;

3. Class and Group Discussion;
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4. Collaborative learning and team work.

5. Fieldwork study

(iii) Methods of assessment of knowledge acquired

1. Midterm test;

2. Quizzes;

3. Reading and written assignments;

4. Class involvement and participation;
5. Oral presentations;

6. Final written exam.

b. Cognitive Skills

(i) Cognitive skills to be developed

1. Ability to think critically;

2. Ability to understand and analyses different research approaches;

(ii) Teaching strategies to be used to develop these cognitive skills

1. Lectures;

2. Class work and activities;

3. Class and Group Discussion;

4. Collaborative learning and team work.

5. Fieldwork study.

(iii) Methods of assessment of students cogpnitive skills

1. Quizzes;
2. Reading and written assignments;
3. Class involvement and participation;

4. Oral presentations;
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5. Final written exam.

c. Interpersonal Skills and Responsibility

(i) Description of the interpersonal skills and capacity to carry responsibility to be developed

1. Problem solving;
2. decision making;

3. Critical thinking.

(ii) Teaching strategies to be used to develop these skills and abilities

1. Class work and activities;
2. Class and Group Discussion;

3. Collaborative learning and team work;

4. Fieldwork study.

(iii) Methods of assessment of students interpersonal skills and capacity to carry responsibility

1. Quizzes;

2. Reading and written assignments;

3. Class involvement and participation;
4. Oral presentations;

5. Final written exam.

d. Communication, Information Technology and Numerical Skills

(i) Description of the skills to be developed in this domain.

1. Using electronic/web based curriculum data bases;
2.Using multimedia;

3. Using laptops and mobiles in education
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1 Using audio, video and web based material;

3 Conducting field visits to the library

(ii) Teaching strategies to be used to develop these skills

2 Using the internet inside the class for educational purposes.

(iii) Methods of assessment of students numerical and communication skills

Some marks are given to students' activities with audio, video and web based resources.

e. Psychomotor Skills (if applicable)

NA

(i) Description of the psychomotor skills to be developed and the level of performance required

(ii) Teaching strategies to be used to develop these skills

NA

(iii) Methods of assessment of students psychomotor skills

NA

5. Schedule of Assessment Tasks for Students During the Semester

Assessm | Assessmenttask (eg. essay, test, group project, Proportion of Final
Week due
ent examination etc.) Assessment
1 Article on definitions of curriculum 2 5%
2 Special Readings in curriculum 5 10%
3 Reading critiques in the curriculum 6 5%
4 Midterm written test 8 15%
5 Selected abstracts 11 10%
6 Selected PhD theses 13 5%
7 Final written examination To be determined by college 50%

D. Student Support
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1. Arrangements for availability of faculty for individual student consultations and academic advice. (include amount

of time faculty are available each week)

®  Availability of faculty for individual student consultations and academic advice during office hours.

E. Learning Resources

1. Required Text(s)

o Diamond, R.M. Designing Courses and Curricula. San Francisco: Jossey Bass, 1998
. Wolf, P. Curriculum Evolution Process Overview, University of Guelph, 2007

e Wolf, P, Hill, A.and F. Evers. Handbook for Curriculum Assessment. University of Guelph, 2006

e Wolf, P.and|. Christensen Hughes (eds). Curriculum Development in Higher Educatior: Faculty Driven Processes and

Practices. New Directions for Teaching and Learning 112: 2007. www.josseybass.com

2. Essential References

®  Hipkins, R. (2006b April). Key competencies: Challenges for implementation in a national curriculum. Paper
presented at the NZCER conference, Key Competencies: Repackaging the old or creating the new?, Wellingron.
®  Boyd S, Bolstad, R, Cameron, M, Ferral, H, Hipkins, R, McDowall, S, & Waiti, P. (2005). Planning and managing

change: Messages from the Curriculum Innovation Projects. Wellington: Ministry of Fducation.

3 Recommended Books and Reference Material (Journals, Reports, etc) (Attach List)

1 The Curriculum Studies Reader (Journal )
2 Journal of Curriculum Studies

3 TESOL Quarterly

4.Electronic Materials, Web Sites etc

® www.eric.ed.gov

®  www.linguist.net

® www.wikipedia.com

® www.proquest.com

5 Other learning material such as computer based programs/CD, professional standards/regulations

F. Facilities Required

Indicate requirements for the course including size of classrooms and laboratories (ie number of seats in classrooms

and laboratories, extent of computer access etc.)

1. Accommodation (Lecture rooms, laboratories, etc.)

®  Lecture rooms, English labs

2. Computing resources

®  Deskor laptop computer
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3. Other resources (specify eg. If specific laboratory equipment is required, list requirements or attach list)

®  Audio and video equipment

®  Projectors

G. Course Evaluation and Improvement Processes

1 Strategies for Obtaining Student Feedback on Effectiveness of Teaching

1. Midterm evaluation feedback form to increase instructor’s awareness of the strong and weak points of the class;
2. End of term college course evaluation by students (collected by Department);

3. End of term in class debriefing of students of what went well and what could have gone better

4. Small group instructional diagnosis where instructors exchange classes to gather information from each others’ students on

specific points outlined by the department and the instructor being evaluated

2 Other Strategies for Evaluation of Teaching by the Instructor or by the Department

®  Peerevaluation and class observation

3 Processes for Inprovement of Teaching

®  Training sessions, workshops, conferences

4. Processes for Verifying Standards of Student Achievement (eg. check marking by an independent faculty member of
a sample of student work, periodic exchange and remarking of a sample of assignments with a faculty member in

another institution)
1. Check marking of a sample of examination papers either by a resident or visiting faculty member

2. Arrange with another institution to have two common test items included on an exam and compare marks given

5 Describe the planning arrangements for periodically reviewing course effectiveness and planning for improvement.
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